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1C Writing Project 1: Descriptive writing chapbook

______________________________________________________________________

One of the best ways to practice the basics of writing well is by attempting to tell your story in an effective manner.  In this project, you will create a short booklet reflective of aspects of your personal identity, especially as it relates to: the places you have lived, the people you have known, and the memories that you carry with you.  As we work through this writing project we will be reading The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros.  This book delivers powerful short narratives (called “vignettes”) of a young woman’s coming of age.  Cisneros effectively employs figurative language and myriad concrete details throughout the book.  Allow these to inspire and inform your writing.

In this project you will create a collection of vignettes reflective of who you are and where you are from.  These will include* all of the following:

· “Where I’m From” Poem
· Description of a significant place
· Description of a significant person
· Narrative of a significant memory
*If you choose, you may include additional pieces. Do this once you have demonstrated mastery of the essential skills described in the rubric.  More is not better unless your writing is effective.  

The writing process: An Overview of Steps

Each of the above pieces must be revised.  Generally, our process will consist of these steps (done for each piece):

1.1. Initial brainstorm/ quick-write: gather ideas and begin to write about the topic (15-30 minutes)
1.2. Extended quick-write: Go beyond the initial quick-write, with additional attention paid to specific aspects.
1.3. First draft: synthesize ideas in the above quick-writes into a cohesive narrative.  Each description or narrative should give a strong sense of the subject (a place, a person, or a memory) and the significance of the subject in your life.  Each should include concrete details, sensory imagery, and figurative language.
1.4. Revision:  Consider aspects that need to be added or re-written. Find opportunities to enhance use of figurative language and vivid words.  Identify and fix errors in sentence structure.  Aim to improve sentence variety.  
1.5. Final draft:  Ideally, the final version should be typed, formatted in size 12 font and double-spaced.  Each chapter (and the introductory poem) should be titled, with a unique title appropriate to the message of the piece.  
1.6. (Presentation)/ Reflection: Sharing of these projects is strongly encouraged, whether in a whole class, small group, one-on-one, or family environment.  In order to grow as writers, it is important to seek an audience for our work.  At the culmination of this project, you will reflect on your learning and development.  
· Due dates:
· Complete first draft (of entire project) by Tuesday 9-27
· Revisions/ Final drafts by Wednesday 10-5
· Final reflections:  In class onFriday 10-7

